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teen schools, whose names have been handed down
by tradition. Some of them only come before us
in the pages of the Katha Vatthu Commentary as
the supporters of one or two theses of no very great
importance.

But five of the schools are mentioned pretty fre-
quently, and of these, the two principal are the
Uttara-pathakas, or Northerners, and the Dakkhina-
pathakas, or Southerners. This conclusion is entirely
confirmed from two sources, which are mutually
quite independent.

The one is the inscriptions. Among the ruins of
the Buddhist topes, now being investigated by the
Archeological Survey of India, are found a number
of votive tablets on which are inscribed the names
of the donors. For the most part these are personal
names only, but quite occasionally the name of the
school to which the person belonged is incidentally
added. No doubt at the time when the tablets were
put up there may have been two or more persons of
the same name living in the locality, and the de-
scription is added for the sake of distinction. I
have collected all the instances of this in my article,
and the result agrees with the conclusions derived
from the Katha Vatthu and its Commentary.

The other confirmation comes from a source not
so authoritative as being much later. But it is